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land . . . The punishment most usual is imprisonment, pillory
or fine, and many times both fine and imprisonment . . .

The, Commonwealth of Enghmd, ed 1589, Bk, III. chap. 4.

4. LABIBARD.
Tie ^'tar-Chamber.

... I do affirm that the King hath a supreme court of prero-
gative whereunto his subjects in such their necessities may
provoke, as to his own royal person, and wherein there is place
left for him to sit; the which our kings in person have often-
times frequented, and wjere assisted with such men of nobility,
wisdom and learning as he shall choose . . . and these men thus
taken for their counsel and advice we do commonly call the
King's Council ... So, howsoever many courts of ordinary
resort shall be established by him, yet if either they Lave not
authority to apply remedy for all wrongs and diseases, or that
power and authority which they have may not enjoy her free
course and passage, then must the King either exercke his
preeminent and royal jurisdiction, cr else must the injuriously
afflicted be deprived of that help and remedy which both the
ordinance of God, the duty of a kingly judge, and the common
law of nature and reason do afford unto him ... What is then
to be said ] shall the Xing and his Council open a court for all
sorts of pleas that be determinable by the course of Common
Law ] That were to set an anomy and to bring disorder, doubt
and incertainty over all. Shall no help at all be sought for at
the hands of the King, when it cannot be found in the Common
Law ? that were to stop his ears at the cry of the oppressed,
and would draw wrath and punishment from heaven. Between
these two extremes . . . there lieth a mean that will both uphold
the majesty of the King, maintain the authority of the common
courts, and succour the distressed client in his greatest necessity
. . . And this mediocrity is maintainable, not only by reason of
the kingly and judicial office, whereof I have sometimes spoken,
but also by the meaning of many statutes- and by the continual
practice of our own kings . . .

There remaineth a consideration of that statute made in the
third year of King Henry VII . . . This statute, as some have